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Wednesday 24th February 2021

Reopening of school to all children from Monday 8th March

Dear Parent/ Guardian,

I write to you with good news!
You will, no doubt, have heard the Prime Minister’s announcement on Monday evening that we are able to welcome back all children in all year groups to school from Monday March 8th onwards. This is, quite simply, the news we have all been waiting for in school and are already extremely excited to have full classrooms and happy smiling children returning to us! I am therefore writing to give you further information about how we can all help with the transition of 438 children back to school in the safest possible way and to provide answers to some of the questions you may have over the next couple of weeks.

For all of us, being able to welcome all children back to school is fantastic news and I know a lot of you, for many reasons(!) will be itching for your children to get back. Understandably, there will be some of our school community who may feel anxious about sending their child(ren) back out into the big wide world given the current circumstances. The consensus view from scientific experts continues to be that missing out on classroom-based education has severe impacts for children and young people. There is also clear evidence that further time out of school is detrimental for cognitive and academic development, learning, health and wellbeing. Therefore, the government have made it very clear that from Monday 8th March, school attendance becomes mandatory again for ALL pupils and the usual rules and duties around school attendance will be in place including:
• parents’ duty to secure their child’s regular attendance at school 
• the ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of conduct.

When we have your amazing children back, as you would expect, we will be focusing primarily on your child’s well-being. Specifically, and as stated when all children came back in September, all staff within school will be coming back in ready to focus on the following:
· Rebuilding friendships and social engagement;
· Addressing Covid-19 related issues/concerns;
· Supporting physical and mental well-being.

We have many plans in place to help children catch up educationally but we need to be mindful, first and foremost, of your child’s mental health and wellbeing. Over the coming terms, we will be looking to provide opportunity for your child to attend clubs and extra curricular activities specifically aimed at promoting resilience, social interaction and, above all, fun! Inevitably, there will many opportunities for children to catch up educationally as well but we are under no illusions that mental health and well being is paramount to your child’s academic success. 






As mentioned in my initial letter to you at the start of this year, our second priority is ensuring that each and every child catches up academically. To ensure quick progression, we will be focussing on the following steps throughout the remainder of this academic year 2020-21:

· The curriculum will remain broad and the majority of pupils will be taught a full range of subjects over the remainder of the year;
· For Nursery pupils, teachers will focus on the prime areas of learning, including Communication and Language; Personal, Social and Emotional Development and Physical Development;
· For Reception pupils, teachers will assess and address gaps in language, early reading and maths - particularly ensuring children’s acquisition of phonic knowledge and extending vocabulary;
· For pupils in KS1 and KS2, teachers will identify gaps and re-establish good progress in the essentials (phonics and reading, increasing vocabulary, writing and maths);
· Reading widely will be a whole school priority.

As you may have guessed, our main priority, certainly up to the Easter holidays, is to ensure your child(ren) comes back to school with a smile on their face. We know though that the past year has also taken its toll on parents and carers and so this priority also extends out to you within the family. We want to ensure that we recognise the immense feat that you have undertaken over the past year whilst also recognising that March 8th is going to feel a little strange – certainly until we all get back into the swing of things! Below are questions and answers to some of the more frequently asked queries that came up during the last lockdown period:

Secondary school pupils and staff are required to wear face coverings. Is this the same for primary pupils?
In primary schools and early years settings, face coverings will be worn by staff and adult visitors where social distancing between adults is not possible e.g. when walking along corridors or changing classrooms etc. However, children in primary schools do not need to wear a face covering.

Will breakfast and After School Club be running as normal?
We are committed to ensuring that our wraparound care service runs as normal from March 8th as we know the benefit and flexibility it gives a lot of our families. We will be in contact with the relevant parents regarding our wraparound care as we are heavily subscribed again. As a general rule of thumb, our breakfast and after school clubs during this period should only be used in the following circumstances:

· if your child has been offered a place  at one of our educational activities (including catch-up provision) 
· if parents are studying to obtain a regulated qualification
· to support parents to work, seek work, undertake education or training, attend a medical appointment or address a medical need or attend a support group.

We will be writing to those parents who have signalled that they would like to use the club again separately. Please note that we will be closing After School Club at 5:00 promptly every day from Monday 8th March.



Is uniform and PE kit required as before the Christmas break?
Full school uniform will be required for all children throughout school except on your child’s allocated PE day. On this day, please send your child to school in their school PE kit. We expect full school PE kit to be worn (purple or green T-shirt, purple or navy blue shorts and black pumps) but understand that when the weather is cold, your child may want the added warmth of a set of unbranded plain black jogging bottoms and plain black sweatshirt or hoody and their usual school coat. Your child can simply remove their joggers and top before the lesson.

Will there still be staggered start times, different entrances and the one way system in operation?
Yes. Your child’s class teacher will be in touch regarding the entrance/ exit door that your child will be using and the times to arrive at school. This will be within the 8:40-8:50 and 2:50-3:00 time ranges and is likely to be similar to the entrances and times you will have been familiar with before Christmas. Please try to stick to your allocated time slots as much as possible and vacate the school premesis as quickly as possible after dropping off or collecting your children. We would also politely request that only one parent/ carer completes the school run to reduce the footfall and traffic in and around school. Please do not take offence if we flag up any punctuality concerns we have – we are simply trying to make school as safe a place as possible for your children.

Our ‘famous’ one way system will still be in operation when all children return and this will consist of most children in Years 1-6 entering the premesis via the bottom playground gates and leaving via the top playground gate. As you will be aware from previous communication, the only exceptions we make here when allowing families to leave from the bottom playground gates are due to medical conditions discussed with staff beforehand. I would ask that you speak to a member of senior leadership team if a family member has a medical condition which prevents them from using the stairs and we will do all we can to support you further. 

How will lunches work?
This will operate in the same way as before Christmas again with the majority of children in KS2 being asked to eat within their own class base when they return. Children in the Foundation Stage and Key Stage One will eat their dinner in the dining hall with bubbles being strictly adhered to and tables wiped down and sanitised between sittings. We encourage families to take up our offer of a freshly cooked school lunch but if you would like to send your child with a packed lunch, we ask that it is sent in disposable packaging that can easily be thrown away. We thank you for your cooperation with this.

The remaining questions and queries that some of our parents have asked are hopefully answered in the amended table overleaf which was first published in September.

As always, we remain available on Class Dojo and Tapestry – if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hestitate to get in touch. Pleae keep checking these communication methods as well as our website and school app as more specific details from class teachers and phase leaders will be coming out over the next few days. 

I hope to see many of you on the morning or afternoon drop off in a couple of weeks time and wanted to end by reminding you of what an amazing job you have done over this past year. The circumstances have been unprecedented; the restrictions have been hard and remote learning has been tricky for all of us at times! Everyone at Heaton Avenue would like to say a heartfelt ‘well done’ for getting through it all and continuing to inspire and being role models for your children. Hopefully, this will be the last time that your kitchen table becomes a full time child’s desk! 




We are all looking forward with great anticipation to welcoming you back to some level of normality on Monday 8th March.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Gough


	What will be the same as before COVID-19?
	What will be different?

	· Attendance is compulsory – if your child does not come to school without a valid reason you may be fined and/or prosecuted
· Punctuality is important – we need your children in school on time!
· School uniform must be worn – see above
· Your children will take part in a broad and balanced curriculum, most subjects will be taught when your child returns with a few small tweaks here and there (i.e. no musical instruments in music/no contact sport)
· Pupils will remain in their bubbles and bases for the majority of the school day
· The daily timetable will be very similar in terms of lessons
· Breakfast/ After School club will still take place with some tweaks – bubbles and reduced provision. This will be communicated to relevant parents again separately 
· Hand-hygiene remains a priority – children will be given regular opportunities to wash and sanitise their hands throughout the school day. 
· Pupils can bring a packed lunch as usual although we would encourage you to take up the school’s hot lunch service. 
· Your children can bring books home
	To keep your children safe and reduce risk:
· There will be staggered start and finish times to avoid congestion on the playground:
8:40 - 8:50 start times
2:50 - 3:00 finish times
· This will be organised by class bubble – meaning that, for some of you with children in more than one class, there may be a short wait. Please check with your child’s class teacher if you are unsure
· You will still be asked to socially distance during drop-off and pick-up and to avoid waiting for children in groups
· There will remain a one way system in operation when dropping off and picking up your children – in through the bottom playground gate and out through the top playground gate
· Children, as much as is possible, will only be able to mix with their year group bubble
· Tables will be organised, where possible, in rows (side-by-side) facing the front of the classroom
· Break times will be staggered and zones will be used on the playground for each bubble 
· Lunch will be eaten in classrooms (with the exception of Reception and Key Stage One children who will eat in the dining hall) – this will not stop us offering hot meals
· There will be enhanced cleaning of surfaces, resources and equipment (including regular cleaning of toilets/door handles etc.)
· Children must avoid bringing in unnecessary resources – they will only need their school book bag and coat
· Mobile phones for Y5/Y6 pupils who have permission to walk home alone will be allowed but are brought in at your child’s own risk. They will not be being locked away throughout the day.       



· Please see our mobile phone policy (COVID addendum) for more information
·  We hope to offer some extracurricular clubs over the coming weeks and months and we will be in touch with you individually regarding this. These will focus, in the first instance, on resilience, social interactions and friendship.
· Children who display COVID-19 symptoms must stay at home and must be tested – they will be able to return to school if a test proves a negative result
· If a case is confirmed, all pupils and staff in that bubble will need to follow isolation guidelines and get a test if symptoms develop – please see the guidance attached.
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